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Tribulation – Fourth Seal 
By Brian C Thomas 

Fourth Seal: Widespread Death on Earth 
When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature 
saying, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of 
him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given 
to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and 
by the beasts of the earth. – Revelation 6:7-8 
 
When the fourth seal is opened, the fourth living creature tells John to “Come and 
see”. This creature is one of four that dwell in the midst of the throne of God and 
around the throne. Each creature has many eyes in the front and back. The first is 
like a lion, the second like a calf, the third has the face of a man, and this fourth 
creature was like a flying eagle. Each of these creatures has six wings and praise 
the Lord God Almighty day and night (Revelation 4:6-8). John then sees another 
horse, a pale one. This fourth horse of the infamous Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse is a symbol of death.  Read more 
 
 

Tribulation – Fifth Seal 
By Brian C Thomas 

Fifth Seal: Cry of the Martyrs 
When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge 
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then a white robe was 
given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while 
longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would 
be killed as they were, was completed. – Revelation 6:9-11 
 
 …(cont. on next page)  

Signs of Jesus’ Soon Return 

The scripture speaks of 
earthquakes throughout the 
earth as an indicator that the 
Lord's return is approaching. 
And there will be great 
earthquakes in various places, 
and famines and pestilences; 
and there will be fearful sights 
and great signs from heaven. – 
Luke 21:11 
Earthquakes are occurring with 
more frequency and intensity 
than ever before. Since mid-
January 2010, two powerful 
earthquakes have struck - a 7.0 
magnitude in Haiti and an 8.8 
magnitude in Chile. They have 
left thousands dead and miles of 
destruction. This is a sure sign 
that our Lord is coming soon to 
claim His throne in Jerusalem. 
As we wait for His return, we can 
expect more and more powerful 
earthquakes to bring devastation 
upon earth.    
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Did You Know? 

During the Tribulation, the tribes of 
Dan and Ephraim are not among 
the twelve tribes of Israel that will 
receive the seal of God 
(Revelation 7:4-8). So that leads 
to the question, if those two are 
left out, how are there still twelve?  
  
The first account of the twelve 
tribes of Israel is found in Genesis 
49. The tribes are the twelve sons 
of Jacob (Israel):  
  

Reuben, Simeon 
Levi, Judah 

Zebulun, Issachar 
Dan, Gad 

Asher, Naphtali 
Joseph, Benjamin 

  
Jacob (Israel) later adopted 
Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, claiming them as his 
own (Genesis 48:1-5). When it 
came time to receive the land 
inheritance in the Promised Land, 
there was no tribe of Joseph. 
Instead his sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, were counted as two 
separate tribes in his place, thus 
creating thirteen tribes in Israel.  
  

Reuben, Simeon 
Levi, Judah 

Zebulun, Issachar 
Dan, Gad 

Asher, Naphtali 
Ephraim, Manasseh 

Benjamin 
  
Looking back to Revelation 7:4-8, 
we find that Joseph reappears as 
a tribe bringing the total to 
fourteen. But Dan and Ephraim 
have been removed, bringing the 
count back down to twelve. Why 
will the tribes of Dan and Ephraim 
not receive the seal of God during 
the Tribulation? The answer will 
be in next month's Did You Know. 
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When Jesus opens the fifth seal, John sees the souls of Christians who will be 
killed for following God and accepting Jesus Christ during the Tribulation. He sees 
them under the altar in heaven. Chapter 7 of Revelation reveals that many people 
world-wide will accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior in the beginning of the 
Tribulation. This will lead to a period of tremendous persecution for the followers of 
God. These souls that John sees are known as Tribulation saints, people who had 
not accepted Christ prior to the Rapture but did accept Him during the Tribulation 
as a result of the witnessing spoken of in Chapter 7. They will be killed for refusing 
to denounce God (Revelation 7:9-16).  Read more. 

 

Blog:  Jerusalem – A Cup of Trembling 
By Brian C Thomas 

Bible prophecy tells us that Jerusalem will be the center of tremendous conflict in 
the last days as an indicator that the return of Christ is near. The following passage 
is taken from the book of Zechariah:  
 
Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, 
when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in 
that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be 
gathered together against it. – Zechariah 12:2-3.  Read more. 
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