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Tribulation — Sixth Seal

By Brian C Thomas

Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances

| looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs
when it is shaken by a mighty wind. Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is
rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. And the kings
of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every
slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the
face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great
day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” - Revelation 6:12-17

When Jesus opens the sixth seal, John sees a violent earthquake come upon the
earth. The fact that the quake happens upon the opening of the seal is an indicator
of God’s wrath. This is likely God’s display of anger for the persecution of His
saints that will occur during the Tribulation. Tremendous earthquakes have struck
the earth before. Read more

Beloved, | now write to you this
second epistle (in both of which |
stir up your pure minds by way of
reminder), that you may be
mindful of the words which were
spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles
of the Lord and Savior, knowing
this first: that scoffers will come in
the last days, walking according to
their own lusts, and saying,
“Where is the promise of His
coming? For since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of
creation.” - 2 Peter 3:1-4

But as the days of Noah were, so
also will the coming of the Son of
Man be. For as in the days before
the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, and did not know
until the flood came and took them
all away, so also will the coming of
the Son of Man be. - Matthew
24:37-39

The above passages (written
hundreds of years ago) speak as
to what the condition of people on
earth would be like just prior to the
Lord’s return. It says that most will
believe the Lord is not returning

any time soon if at all. A recent
(continued on next page)
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Blog: America Becoming an Enemy of Israel

By Nathan Jones of

American-Israeli relations are at a 35 year all-time low, according to the Israeli
ambassador to the United States, Michael Oren.

The relationship between the United States and Israel has not been this battered
since Gerald Ford was president, sparring with Israel after their refusal to withdraw
from Egypt's Sinai Peninsula, which Israel eventually did. There were some rocky
moments since then between President Ronald Reagan and Israel over Israel
invading Lebanon and bombing Iraq's nuclear reactor, as well as American actions
over the U.S. selling air defenses to Saudi Arabia. Again in 1991, President
George Bush, Sr.'s government denied loan guarantees to Israel over
disagreements on West Bank settlements. Those past disputes were merely
disagreements among committed friends, though. Today the tone has become far,
far worse.

More Recent Blogs!!
(Click on the title to read the blog in its entirety and share your thoughts.)

Israel in the News:

Netanyahu: World Is Gradually Accepting Iran’s
Extermination Calls

By Haaretz Service

"Iran's leadership is racing to develop nuclear weapons and declares its intention
to destroy Israel. The world is gradually accepting Iran's exterminatory declarations
regarding Israel and still we do not see the international determination required to
stop the arming of Iran. But if we learned something from the Holocaust, it is that
we cannot remain quiet or flinch in the face of evil."
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Pew Research survey reveals that
we have reached that era. The
survey found that although 79% of
Christians surveyed believe Jesus
will return to earth someday, only
20% believe He will return in their
lifetime. Sadly, this low
percentage is reflected in the
Church. Many pastors never
preach that Christ could return at
any moment even though Jesus
warned against apathy concerning
His return (Matthew 24:42-44;
Mark 13:32-37). Click below to
view the survey results which
serve as a sign that the return of
Jesus Christ is near!

http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1187/
poll-christians-jesus-second-
coming-timing

Last month’s Did You Know left
the following question to ponder:
“Why are Dan and Ephraim not
listed amongst the tribes to
receive the seal of God during the
Tribulation?” (Revelation 7:4-8).
Well the answer to the question is
that there is no answer, at least
not given to man. This is one of
the great mysteries of the Bible.
And God certainly has the right to
choose what He reveals to man.
There are many conjectures on
this topic. The most popular is the
theory that Dan and Ephraim were
dropped because they were the
tribes that introduced Israel to
idolatry (Judges 18:14-20; Hosea
4:17; 1 Kings 12:25-31). Based
on that theory, the conclusion is
that the two tribes responsible for
leading others into idol worship
will not be entrusted with
spreading the Gospel during the
Tribulation. And they will not
receive protection against the
Antichrist as punishment. But
again, this is simply a conjecture
and no one knows the answer with
certainty. This mystery may not be
revealed until the time comes.
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